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• Renewable energy and infrastructure projects are, more often than not, 

located on agricultural land

• Specialists frequently move between farms and provinces

• Vehicles, boots and equipment can act as transmission vectors

• Reputational and financial consequences for landowners and developers

• Environmental practitioners have a duty of care

W H Y  B I O S E C U R I T Y  M AT T E R S  F O R  
E N V I R O N M E N TA L  P R A C T I T I O N E R S



Blue Crane Environmental has implemented:

• A Formal FMD Biosecurity Protocol

• Mandatory Biosecurity Declarations for specialists

• Pre-visit risk screening using outbreak maps

• Disinfection procedures for vehicles, footwear and equipment

• Biosecurity kits supplied to specialist teams

I M P L E M E N T I N G  A  P R A C T I C A L  
B I O S E C U R I T Y  F R A M E W O R K



Before any site visit:

• Review the official FMD outbreak map

• Identify control zones and outbreak areas

• Confirm specialist exposure history

• Disclose recent livestock contact

• Postpone visit if necessary

• Example Tool:

 RMIS Disease Incident Map

 https://rmis.co.za/disease-incidents/
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Vehicle biosecurity:

• Vehicles must arrive clean (no visible mud, manure or organic debris)

• Tyres sprayed before entering farms

• Tyres sprayed when moving between farms/camps

• Unnecessary driving through livestock camps must be avoided

Footwear & equipment:

• Closed field boots must be worn at all times

• Boot disinfected before entering and leaving properties

• Ground-contact equipment disinfected

• Disposable boot covers (where necessary)

B I O S E C U R I T Y  M E A S U R E S  
D U R I N G  S I T E  V I S I T S



Movement and conduct on site:

• Direct contact with livestock is strictly prohibited

• Specialist must avoid walking through herds where possible

• Gates must be kept closed at all times

• Entry routes and movement must follow landowner instructions

Disinfectant:

• An approved disinfectant effective against FMD virus shall be used for 

tyres, footwear and equipment sanitation.

B I O S E C U R I T Y  M E A S U R E S  
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All specialists complete a declaration confirmation:

• No site visits to outbreak areas within the previous 14 days

• No recent livestock contact

• Vehicle cleanliness

• Commitment to biosecurity procedures

Includes:

• Indemnity clause

• POPIA compliance

• Specialist accountability

S P E C I A L I S T  B I O S E C U R I T Y  
D E C L A R AT I O N S







To support practical implementation we provided specialists with 

Biosecurity kits containing:

• F10 disinfectant concentrate

• Spray bottles

• Boot brushes

• Disposable gloves

• Safety Data Sheets (SDS)

• Copy of the protocol

S U P P O R T I N G  I M P L E M E N TAT I O N  
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C A S E  S T U D Y:
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Practitioners should consider:

• Maintaining professional liability insurance

• Keeping a site visit logbook

• Recording:

o Farms visited

o Dates & times

o Vehicles disinfection log

o Equipment sanitation log

o Gates entered and closed

P R O F E S S I O N A L  R I S K  
M A N A G E M E N T



• Biosecurity is a shared responsibility

• Environmental practitioners must take a proactive role

• Small procedural steps significantly reduce risk

• Protecting agriculture protects the projects we develop

S E T T I N G  A  P R O F E S S I O N A L  
S TA N D A R D
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